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2025 Sapporo Snow Festival (75th)
2025 International Snow Sculpture Contest (49th)

Outline of the Contest

1. Period
February 2 (Sun.) to 7 (Fri.), 2025
*Period of Odori site: February 4 (Tue.) to 11 (Tue. & Holiday), 2025

2. Contest Site
“International Square” at the Sapporo Snow Festival Odori Site
(Odori Nishi 11-chome)

3. Team Composition

(1) The number of participating teams shall be up to 11 teams.

(2) Only one team shall represent a country or other self-governing
territories. However, teams permitted to participate as an exception by
the Sapporo Snow Festival Executive Committee need not comply
with this qualification.

(3) A team must be approved by its embassy or a public organization of
similar standing. An individual cannot be permitted to participate.

(4) A team shall consist of 3 persons, including 1 leader and 2 members,
regardless of age and sex. Japanese citizens are not permitted to
participate.

4. Request for Participating Teams
The Chairman of the Executive Committee shall invite applicants.

5. Leaders Meeting
The leaders meeting shall be established only when required by the
Sapporo Snow Festival Executive Committee, to discuss specific issues.
The Executive Committee shall call a meeting and preside at the meeting.
Members: The Executive Committee, Team leaders, and Advisor
Approval procedure: After discussion, the final decision is made by the
Executive Committee.

6. Production of Snow Sculptures
(1) Working Hours Must be Strictly Kept

Feb. 3 (Mon.) 9am.to9 p.m.
Feb. 4 (Tue.) 9am.to9p.m.
Feb. 5 (Wed.) 9am.to9p.m.
Feb. 6 (Thu.) 9am.to9 p.m.

*Please note that when the process of sculpting statues may be
expected to be affected or have been affected by an event of force
majeure, the altered time schedule should be decided by the
Executive Committee.

(2) Sculpture Title, Description, and Sketch

(D Each team shall submit the title, description, and sketch of its

sculpture to the Executive Committee for approval before the contest.

@ The title, design, and descriptions with excessively political or

religious connotations are subject to discussion by the Executive
Committee and may result in a modification.

(®Any sculpture design having copyrights or intellectual property rights,
must be researched in advanced to ensure the use of such is
permissible, before being submitted to the Executive Committee.

(©When you carve any characters, only the country name and/or theme
is allowed, and any other characters are prohibited.
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(3) Rules for the Construction of Snow Sculptures

(DA sculpture must be created within a snow block with dimensions
of 3m (H) X3m (W) X3m (D) that is provided by the Executive
Committee.

A snow block will be assigned to each team according to the lot.

As there is no regulation about pedestals, it’s not necessary to make.
Each team can decide whether or not to make a pedestal for its
sculpture.

(@The team is permitted to use only the snow block provided by

the Executive Committee and the snow around the site. There
will be no mine timbering inside of the block. Any
reinforcement materials or ice will not be allowed.
The team is permitted to use the specified tap water only if
sherbet-like snow is needed. However, use of any ice molds will
not be allowed. Only snow can be used for a finishing touch.
Since no snow for that will be provided, each team should use
the snow around the site.

(@ Use of paint and other coloring materials, and/or lighting
equipment will not be allowed.

*On the night of Feb. 5, the lighting equipment will be set up
after working hours and the team will be able to adjust them on
the final day of production.

(@Each team will be provided with the following tools:

4 shovels, 2 buckets, 4 pairs of rubber gloves, 8 pairs of work
gloves, 2 chisels (1 long, 1 short), 1 ax, 1 hatchet, 1 stepladder,
1 snow scoop, and 1 scaffold.
Other specialized crafting tools are the responsibility of each
team.
No electric tools such as a chain saw, lighting equipment or an
electronic scale will be allowed.

(4) Notice for team members

All team members should comply with the attached “Notice.”

(5) Safety Guidelines

For safety reasons, if a sculpture is judged to be at risk of

collapse by the Executive Committee, regardless of whether

during construction or upon completion, the safety of visitors
will be put first and some parts or the whole sculpture will be
demolished.

The sculpture will not be considered by the judges when it has

collapsed, or the sculpture is demolished by the Committee for

safety reasons.

7. Prohibitions

(1) Constructing a sculpture based on a different design than that
approved by the Committee.

(2) Exceeding designated dimensions of 3m (H) x3m (W) x3(D).

(3) Use of materials other than snow.

(4) Tinting or illuminating the sculpture with equipment other than
that provided by the Committee.

(5) Use of electronic tools to construct the snow sculpture.

(6) Unregistered persons entering the construction site to help with
clearing snow or any other task pertaining to the construction of
the sculpture.

*This rule can be waived if a post among registered members is
vacant due to an unforeseeable event, and permission is granted
by the Committee.

(7) Drinking alcohol while working on the sculpture (9:00 - 21:00).

*This does not apply to teams who have reported they are finished
working for the day.
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8. Judgement
(1) Judging panel
To ensure a fair and strict judgment, the members of the judging
panel shall consist of the members of the committee or artists
appointed by the Executive Committee.
(2) Judging Criteria
(DArtistry (Quality)
@Creativity (Originality)
(®Expressiveness (To make sure the theme is expressed.)
(@Technological capability (Did you make maximum use of snow?)
(®Safety (The design of the sculpture is durable without risk of
collapse through the duration of the Snow Festival [through
February 11].)
(3) The team may give two other teams a point.
Each team shall choose two other sculptures besides its own that
it thinks is better.
(4) Ranking is determined according to the criteria mentioned above.
(5) The sculpture will not be considered by the judges when the
Executive Committee determines there is a collapse, or the
sculpture is demolished by the Committee for the safety reasons.

9. Awards

The awards ceremony will be held on February 7 (Fri.).

In the ceremony, the winning team will be honored, and presented with
the grand championship flag.

10. Copyright and Portrait Rights
When submitting an application for the International Snow Sculpture
Contest, participants shall waive the copyright of the sculpture and
portrait rights of members. Participants shall also agree that the
photographs of your team members and the statue may be used by the
Executive Committee for purposes concerning public relations.

11. Expenses

The Executive Committee shall bear all the expenses of accommodation
(1 twin and 1 single rooms) for 3 participants for the period between the
team’s arrival and departure from Sapporo, from February 2 (Sun.) to 8
(Sat.) (6 nights) 2025, an allowance of 30,000JPY will be given to each
team. However, if any participant does not stay at the hotel assigned by
the Executive Committee, the participant shall bear the accommodation
fee.

Designated Accommodation:
Sapporo View Hotel Odori Park (Oodori Kouen)
Adress: Odori Nishi 8-chome, Chuo-ku, Sapporo
TEL: +81-570-000-933



